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Trees and forestscanmitigate climate changethrough
sequestering carbon. Woodland creation therefore
provides an attractive option for companies, organisations
and individuals wishing to reduce their carbonfootprint
while also delivering arange of other environmental and
social benefits.

The Woodland Carbon Code (WCC) sets out robust
requirements for voluntary carbon sequestration
projectsthatincorporate core principles ofgood carbon
management as part of sustainable forest management.
Landowners andtheir successors in titte mustcommit to
apermanent change of landuse to woodland. Specific
objectives of the Code are to ensure:

high standards ofsustainable forestmanagementinline
with the UKForestry Standardincludingthe elements of
sustainable forestmanagemernt;

best practice inwoodland carbon accounting;
scientifically sound forest carbon measurement
protocolsthatenable consistentand rigorous
measurement of carbonuptakeinwoodlands;

integrity through independent quality assurance
(validation and regular verification);

open and transparent project registration, issuance,
tracking and retirement of carbon units.

Woodland creation canalso provide manyco-benefitsin
additionto carbon sequestration. Woodlands can improve
air quality andprovide wildlife habitat, timber andwoodfuel
as well as sitesforpublicrecreation. Intheright placesthey
canreducefloodingand improve water quality. They can
also provide opportunities for community engagement,
staffvolunteering, educationand developmentaswellas
rural business development and diversification.

The Code sets outdesignand managementreguirements
for voluntary UK based projects that sequester carbon
through woodland creation. In scope it accounts for
carbon sequestration and emissions within the woodland.
It does not accountfor carbonstored in forest products or
the carbon saved when substituting wood products for
other productswith alarger carbon footprint.

All projects should be registered onthe UK Land Carbon
Registry beforework begins onsite (the project
implementation date)thestartofplanting.Inorderto
registera project, aproject developer/landowner should
firstset up anaccounton theregistry, andthenadd their
project(s)

to their account. In order todo this,applicantsalsoneed
to decide whether to use the ‘Standard’ or‘Small Project
Process’, and whether to register their projectalone, oras
part of agroup scheme. Registrationis free.

A standard ‘project’ canbeanysize and canconstitute
several individual blocks of woodland with planting
spanning up to five consecutive planting seasons; blocks
of woodland must either be part of a contiguous land
ownership unitor blocks of woodland mustbe under the
same ownership, manager and management plan.

The newwoodlandshouldhavethepotentialtoachieve
at least 20% canopy cover so shouldachieveat least
400 stems per hectare or maximum5 m spacing over
the net projectarea.

Woodlands can be established by planting, direct seeding
or natural colonisation/regeneration.

For‘small’ projects (same definitionas a standard project,
but withfive hectares net planting area orless), there are
optional streamlined requirements/processeswhichcan
be usedforvalidationand verification, specifically:

A simplified carbon calculator for small projects.
Default assumptions made for some sections of the
requirements (e.g.baseline and leakage).

If the small project calculator is used, then aless intensive
‘Small Project Monitoring Protocol’ from Year 15.

The WCC standard andguidance makeclear where
requirements differforprojects using the ‘Small Project
Process’.
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Grouping projects for validation or verification
Projects canbe registeredalone, or aspart ofagroup
scheme. Grouped projects benefit from sharing costs of
validation and verification. A group of projects canspan
no morethanfive consecutive planting seasonsand be
constituted of:

- upto15‘standard’ projects;and
= upto 50 hectares (net) area in‘small’ projects;

There is no geographicrestrictionwithinagroup.

Ideally, groups willbeformed prior to validation, but

itis also possibletoforma groupfor the pumposesof
verification. Ifagroup is formedfor verification, the
project start dates within the group shouldbewithin two
years of eachother(thisalsomeans theirverifications will
be due within two years of each other). Agroup requires a
Group Manager and a Group Agreement (See Section2.1).
Once projects are grouped, the grouping should remain
the same foreach subsequent verification.

Validation

All WCC projects or group schemes must be initially
validated byan independent validation/verification body
accredited by the UK Accreditation Service to assess
against the WCC. Inordertobecomevalidated, projects
or groups of projects must submit a Project Design
Document with supporting evidence to a validation/
verification body. Validation should be complete within
three years of registration, and canonlybe completed once
the trees are planted, or fencing/deer controlisinplacefor
natural colonisation/regeneration.

Once validated, Pending Issuance Units will beissued on
the UK Land Carbon Registry. There isa costforvalidation
and for unitissuance.

Regular Verification or Self--Assessment
Projects orgroup schemes must be regularly monitored
and either third party verified or Self-Assessed atleast
at Year5and theneveryten years by anindependent
validation/verification body.

To become verified:

= Singleprojects orgroups must undertake full monitoring
onsite and submita Project Progress Report and
Monitoring Report with supporting evidence to a
validation/verification body.

= The process issimpler for‘small’ projects from
Year 150nwards.

The validation/verification bodywillcheckthatstatements
aboutpredicted oractual carbon sequestration are materially
correct, with areasonable level of assurance, except at

Year 5when alimited level of assurance will be offered.
Once verified, any Pending Issuance Units realised willbe
convertedtoWoodland Carbon Units. Thereis acostfor
verification andfor conversion of units.

Ifat any pointthereis no UK Accreditation Service accredited
validation/verificationbodyforthe WCC, the WCC Secretariat
will puttemporary validation/verification arangements inplace.

To be Self--Assessed:

The projector group scheme must meet certaincriteria
and upload a Basic Monitoring Report and Project
Progress Report to the registry which will be assessed by
the WCC Secretariat.

If projects areself-assessed, units willnotb e converted and
willremain Pending Issuance Units.

Costs and income through involvement in
the Woodland Carbon Code

There are some costs of involvementin the Woodland Carbon
Code. Furtherdetails areavailableinthe onlineguidance.

* Registration isfree.

- Validation incursacost(payabletothe validation/
verification body).

 Issuance of Pending Issuance Units incurs aper unitcost
(payableto theregistry provideratthetimeofvalidation).

< Verification incurs a cost (payable to the validation/
verification body).

» ConversionofunitsfromPending Issuance Unitsto
Woodland Carbon units incurs aper unit cost(payable
to the registry provider at the time of verification).

Carbonincomefromthesaleof cabonunits are expected
to cover the costs of involvement in the programme.

Projectdevelopers should bearinmindwhenagreeing

to sell PIUs that the WCC Carbon Calculator provides a
predictionofthecarbon thatislikelytobe sequestered, and
not aguarantee thata particular woodland willsequester
acertainamount. The WCC s avoluntary standard and
verification does notimply endorsement by Scottish Forestry
of the value of any investment.

Use of Woodland Carbon Units

Woodland carbon projects contribute to just one of a
hierarchy of actionsthat canhelptocombat the effects of
climate change. Before considering buying
Woodland Carbon Units, such-measures-individuals-
businesses and other organisations-shouldneed—to:

» Understand_and -measure their carbonfootprint (Scope 1,
2 and where possible Scope 3 emissions), in line with the
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UK Government’s Environmental Reporting Guidelines;
* Set targets to reduce emissions in line with the UK’s
commitment to be Net Zero by 2050
+ Ttakeaction to reduce Scope 1, 2 and where possible

Scope 3 emissionsstepstopreventavoidableemissions
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- issions.inlinewithl
practice.

Once verified, carbon units created by Woodland Carbon

Code projectsareknown asWoodland Carbon Units.

Until that pointthey are referred to as Pending Issuance

Units. One unit is one tonne of carbon dioxide equivalent

(tCO.e) sequestered.

Alllarge organisations are mandated to report their
grossgreenhouse gas emissions andencouraged

to voluntarily reduce them and come to a Netfigure.
Small and medium sizedcompaniesare encouraged

to report voluntarily. Verified Woodland Carbon Units

are one type of ‘credit thatcan be used bcomeia
nettoreducea-company’sgross-emissionsfoue

under UK government

guidance: Environmental Reporting Guidelines: Including
mandatory greenhouse gas emissions reporting guidance.
PAS2060: 2014 Specificationfor the Demonstration of
Carbon Neutrality also clarifies howverified Woodland
Carbon Units can beused in claims of carbonneutrality
of an organisation’s activities, products, services,
buildings, projects or events.

The Woodland Carbon Codeis also endorsed by ICROA
(International Carbon Reductionand OffsetAlliance).

WoodlandCarbonUnitscancurrentlyonlybe usedto
compensate for UK-basedemissions.

Carbon sequestration resulting from projects validated/
verified to the Code will,incommon with otherwoodland
creation, contribute directly to the UK’s/Scotland’s
national greenhousegas emissions reductiontargets
(as set outinthe UK Climate Change Act, 2008, and

the Climate Change (Scotland) Act, 2009). Sequestration
from projects willalso contributetothe UK’sinternational
commitments (the UK’s Nationally Determined Contribution
underthe Paris Agreement). Corresponding
Adjustments, described in Article 6 of the Paris
Agreement, are not currently made for Woodland
Carbon Units.Inthe Clean Growth Plan (2018) the UK
governmentcommitstocreate astronger and more
attractive domestic carbon offset market, but
Woodland Carbon Units cannot yet be used inregulatory
carbon reduction mechanisms (e.g. the UK Emissions
Trading System)_or in CORSIA._

Governance

Scottish Forestry provide the WCC Secretariat functionon
behalf ofthe devolvedforestry authorities(The Forestry
Commission inEngland, the Welsh Govemment and the
Northern Ireland ForestService).

The WCC Executive Board (with representatives fromthe
Forestry Commission, Scottish Forestry .-and Welsh
Government_and the Northern Ireland Forest
Service) managetheWCCprogramme. They are
advisedbythe WCC Advisory Boardwhose members
include forestry and carbon market experts. The
WCC Secretariat communicates reqularly with wider
carbon market stakeholders on matters relating to
woodlands and carbon. A WCC Disputes Panel
meet as necessary to deal with any disputes relating
to interpretation of the standard.

Woodland Carbon Code logo

Landowners, project developers orcarbon buyers of validated/
verifiedprojectsmayusethe Woodland Carbon Codelogo
and should do soin accordance withthe Rules of Use.

Future changesto the Code

This is Version 2.21 of the Woodland Carbon Code
released in AprilMarch20221. Additionalguidance and
interpretationis available at
www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk. The Code is reviewed
annually, toensurethe standardsitcontains are clear
and reflect bestpractice.

Updatestothe Code andthe supportingguidance are
available at www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk. Please
referto this website for the most up to date version.

Projects should adheretothe most current version of
the Code. Validated/verified projects must comply with
changes within one year of their introduction.
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The structure of the Code

The Code sets out principles and requirements for best practice in woodland carbon sequestration projects.
Reguirementsforeachkeyaspectof projectdesignandmanagementareaddressed in turn, alongwiththemeans
of validation/verification and further guidance. Words in bold are explained inthe glossary.

Principle

The principle summarises the concept of each section.

Section XX Aspect 1

Requirement

Theseare the compulsory elements ofthe Code and are generally stated as ‘shall’. Validation/Verification bodies
will check and verify thateach requirementis being met.

Means of Validation/Verification

P Theseare examples ofthe type of evidence that the validation/verification body will consider in order to check
thatthe requirements are being met. The listis not exclusive orexhaustive; validation/verification bodies will not
always need to use all the verifiers suggested, and may seek verification in other ways. The validation/verification
body will take into accountthe size of the project when assessing what evidence is required.

X Not required. Some sections are notre-checked at verificationand do notrequire further evidence at this stage.

Guidance

These noteshelp the project developer to understand how the requirements should be applied in practice. For each section,
additional guidance is available online via the following link:

Furtheronline guidance >
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1 Eligibility

Principle

Projects should be eligible interms of the timing and type of activity, the site type, compliance with
legislation and conformance with relevant guidance. The project should also be additional.

1.1 Key project dates

Requirement
All projects (whether single orpartof agroup)shall be registered before work begins onsitethe startofplanting (the project

implementation date). Single projects shallbevalidated withinthreeyearsof registration. Forgroups, projects canbe

addedtoagroup(subject
to group rules) up to the point of validation. Group validationshall be carried outwithin three years of the date ofthe first
registration within the group. Forsingle projects orgroups, a validation extension may be givenin extenuating circumstances.

Validation Statements shallonly be issued-once planting is completed_(the project start date).

Projects shall have a clearly defined duration and shall not exceed a hundred years. Projects involving clearfelling shall
have a minimum project duration equal to the shortest clearfell rotation in the project.

Means of Validation

P Project Design Document.
P Grant schemecontract.

Means of Verification

X Not required unless changes are made to the project duration.

Guidance

Theprojectimplementation dateisthedate when-wolkedisasestantirgbegins. Theproject startdateisthelastdate ofplanting.
or for natural regeneration, when measures are in place for deer or other pestcontrol. Itis arethedate from which carbon
sequestration is accounted for (For projects validated using Version 1.2 ofthe WCC orearlier, the start date was defined as the
start of planting).

The project duration begins fromthe project start date and is the time over which carbon sequestration claims are to be
made.

Theprojectenddatecan beupto 100yearsfromthestartdate. The projectdurationshouldnotbe confused with permanence.
All projects shall involve a permanentland-use change to woodland cover (See Section 2.3).

Thegroupstartdateisthelastdateofplanting (orlatestproject start date) within thegroup.

The project registration date is the date on which a project moves from ‘Draft to ‘Under Development status onthe UK Land
Carbon Registry.
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1.2 Eligible activities

Requirement
Eligible activities shall be those relating to woodland creation onsoils which are not organic.
Adopting the precautionary principle, whereitis possible thatthere are:

- organomineral soils, where the projectincludes a mosaic of habitat types, or
- importanthabitats (potentially areas of the projecthave been previously identified as ‘species-rich’ in an agri-
environment scheme),

then peat depth, soil type and vegetation (NVC) surveys shall be provided at validation.

Means of Validation
For conversion of open ground to woodland:

P Statement onland use in Project Design Document.

P Land userecords.

P Reference to historical maps, images orother sources such as the Forestry Commission, Scottish Forestry,
Welsh Government, or Northern Ireland Forest Service planting and felling databases.

P Signed attestation from independent expert.

For soil type:

P Statement onsoil type in Project Design Document.
P Results offield survey for soil type and where necessary, surveysfor peatdepth andvegetation (see Section 3.1).
P Soilmaps.

Means of Verification
X Not required.

Guidance

Woodland creationisthedirect,human-induced conversionto woodlandoflandthathas notbeen undertree cover for atleast
25 years. Thewoodland can be established by planting, direct seeding ornatural colonisation/regeneration.

Organic soilconsists ofmorethan 50cmdeeporganic(or peat) surfacehhorizon overlayingthemineral layer orrock. Alistof
organic soilsisavailable.

We encourage the use of plants from Plant Healthy-certified nurseries where possible. Plant Healthy is a
certification scheme designed to ensure that people who grow and handle plants have suitable biosecurity
standards in place.

See Section 3.1 for details offield survey for soil type.

1.3 Eligible land

Requirement

Legal ownership,or tenure ofthe projectarea, shallbe demonstrated. Where landis tenanted, bdhthe landowner_ and
tenant shallalse commit to the WCC for the project durationand beyond (See Section 2.1)

Means of Validation

P Declaration in Project Design Document detailing nature of ownership and landowner/tenant contact details and if
leased, tenure documentation and landlords consent.

P Solicitor's letter.

P Title deeds.

P Land registryrecords.

P Certified copy of lease (if tenanted).

Means of Verification
P Confirmation of landowner/tenant contact details, with evidenceas per validation if landowner has changed.
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Guidance

Land can be freehold orleasehold. If leased, landowner’s consentshould be presented. See Section 2.3 relating to risks and permanence.

Further online guidance >

1.4 Compliance with the law

Requirement
Projects shall comply with the law.

Means of Validation

P Statementsin Project Design Documentthat the project complies with all relevant laws.

P Project Design Document outlines a system or procedures for being aware of and implementing requirements of
new legislation.

P Signed commitment from the landowner to comply with the law (See Section 2.1).

P No evidence of non-compliance.

Means of Verification

P Statements in the Project Progress Report that the project continues to comply with all relevant laws.
P Other evidence as pervalidation.

Guidance

Validation/verificationis notalegal complianceaudit. Thevalidation/verification bodywillcheckthereisno evidenceofnon-
compliancewithrelevantlegal requirements,andthatno issues ofnon-complianceareraisedby regulatoryauthorities or other
interested parties. Themain legislationrelevantto Sustainable ForestManagementis setoutinthe UK Forestry Standard.

See also Section 2.1.

Further online guidance >

1.5 Conformance to the UK Forestry Standard

Requirement

Projects shall conform to the UK Forestry Standard including the elements of sustainable forest management (Climate
Change, Soil, Water, Biodiversity, Landscape, Historic Environment and People).

Means of Validation

P Statement in Project Design Documentthat the project conforms to the UK Forestry Standard.
P Signed commitment from the landowner to conform to the UK Forestry Standard (See Section 2.1).
P No evidence of non-conformance.

Means of Verification

P Statement inProject Progress Report that the project conforms to the UK Forestry Standard.
P Other evidence as pervalidation.

Guidance

The validation/verification body willcheck thereis no evidence of non-conformance with the UK Forestry Standard. See also
Section 2.1.

Furtheronline guidance >
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1.6 Additionality

Requirement
The Legal and Investment AddHtienalitytests shall be passed to demonstrate additionality.—

Investmenttest: Projectsshalldemonstrate thatwithout carbonfinancethewoodlandcreationprojectiseither notthe most
economically or financially attractive usefor thatarea of land or is not economically orfinancially viable onthat landat all.

Project developers shall use the template WCC Cashflow Spreadsheet to demonstrate how the Investment Tests 2-and-
3are_is met-by-setting-outexpected costsandrevenues.

The relative proportions of each source of income shall be declared in the Project Design Document.

Means of Validation

P Statements in Project Design Document.
P WCC Cashflow Spreadsheet
» Further supporting evidence of work undertaken as requiredforFest2and-3:

A a

Means of Verification

X Not required.

Guidance

WCC units provide wider benefits which are currently ‘bundled’with the carbon unitat pointofsale. In future, provided
certain criteriaare met, it may be possibleto ‘stack’(sell separately) units for different ecosystem services froma WCC

project.
Projects receiving-grantaid-underagovernment-fundednitiativewith other sources ofincome including grantaid under a

government-funded initiative, timber income or charitable donations, are eligible provided the Investment Testis

passed additionality-tests-arenet.

Further online guidance >
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2 Project governance

Principle

Projects should have an effective governance structure to ensure sustainable management, involving
stakeholders where necessary, with transparent communication about the project and carbon.

2.1 Commitment of Landowners and Project Developers/Group Managers

Requirement
The landowner (or where land is tenanted, both landowner and tenant) shall commit to:

= Conform to this standard.

- Permanent land-use change.

- Manage land asper current ManagementPlanfor the establishment periodand asper longer-term management
intentions forthe project duration and beyond (2.3).

- Complywiththelaw (1.4) and conformwith the UK Forestry Standard (1.5).

Restockwhere projects involve harvesting (2.3).

Replant or undertake alternative planting should woodland area belosttowind,fire, pests,disease ordevelopment (2.3).

Inform future landowner(s), and where tenanted, future tenant(s), of the commitment to the Woodland Carbon Code

and any carbon contracts (2.3).

Monitorandmaintainverificationfortheproject duration as perWCC guidance (unless thethird party projectdeveloper

agrees to take thison —2.5).

If there is aloss ofwoodland carbon, notifythe WCC Secretariatimmediatelyand submitalLoss Report within six

months of discovery (2.3).

= Ensure the project, any PIU listings, sales to carbon buyers, and retirement foruse of verified Woodland Carbon Units
is accuratelyrepresentedanduptodateinthe UK Land Carbon Registry (eitherintheir ownaccount orviathe project/
group manager’s account (2.6).

= Only sell carbon units which are validated & verified to a standard which is endorsed in the UK Environmental
Reporting Guidelines —(:2.6).

- Maketrue and accurate carbon statements about the project which conform with guidance (2.7).

* Abidebythe WCClogorules of use.

Where larger estatesare managedbytrustees, theneither thelandownerthemselves, orthe legal signatory shallsign the
landowner commitment statement.

The project developer or group manager shall commit to:

= Conform to this standard.

- Complywiththelaw (1.4) and conformwith the UK Forestry Standard (1.5).

= Monitor and maintain verification for the project duration as per WCC guidance (unless the landowner has agreed to
take this on —2.5).

= Ensure the project, any PIU listings, sales to carbon buyers, retirement foruse of verified Woodland Carbon Units is
accurately represented and uptodateinthe UK Land Carbon Registry (2.6).

= Only sell carbon units which are validated & verified to a standard which is endorsed in the UK
Environmental Reporting Guidelines-(2.6).

- Maketrue and accurate carbon statements aboutthe project which comply with guidance (2.7).

» Make carbonbuyers aware of the WCCguidance oncarbon claimsand ensurethisisincludedin contractswith buyers (2.7).

« Abidebythe WCClogorules ofuseand make carbonbuyers andlandownersaware of the \WCC logo rulesof use.

Groups shall have a nominated Group Manager and a formal management structure between members.
Groups shall have a Group Agreement which sets out:
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The name of the group, its size and geographic scope and any other limitations on membership.
The name and contactdetails of the Group Managerand thearrangements for replacingthe Group Manager should
this be necessary.
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- The name and contactdetails ofthe constituentlandowners(andland managers if there areany).

- Details of the projects covered by the agreement (unique IDs, project names, locations and areas).

- Each project’s liability forthe group’s carbon rights and commitments (including consideration of whetherthe carbonis
sold collectively or individually).

- The group’s managementstructure and any other group rules.

- If not specified separately, the commitments of each landowner and the group manager as outlined above.

« Signatures of the Group Manager, all the landowners, and land managersif there are any.

= The roles and responsibilities ofthe Group Manager and the group members as set out in online guidance:

Means of Validation

P Signed commitment from the landowner (and tenant where applicable), or contracts between the landowner/tenant
and projectdeveloper to confirm the landowner’s/tenant’'s and projectdeveloper’'s commitment to the standard as
detailed above and inthe online guidance.

P Group Agreement.

Means of Verification

P Commitment from new landowner/tenantif the land owner/tenant has changed.
P Updated group agreementif any group members (including the manager) have changed.

Guidance

This section brings together the commitments of the landowner and project developerfgroup manager from the relevant sections
of the standard. See also Sections 1.4, 1.5, 2.3, 2.5, 2.6 and 2.7.

Further online guidance >

2.2 Management plan

Requirement
There shall be management planning documentation, initially for the establishment period, containing:

= Anoutline of the necessary inputs and resources including a full financial analysis.
- A summary of operational techniques.

< Achronological planforinitiation of key projectactivities.

- Consideration of species selection for future climate.

- Amap of the areas being planted.

The management plan shall beupdated ona regular basis. There shallbe anoutline of thelonger-term management
intentions, forthe project duration and beyond.

The land manager shallhave the managementcapacitynecessarytocarryout the planned project activities forthe
duration of the project.

Means of Validation

P Management planning documentation deals with all issues above.
P Project Design Document which clearly defines how roles in the project will be fulfilled.
P Project team lists which identify key technical skills.

P Evidence fromprevious projectexperience.
P Planting map which meets WCC mapping rules.

Means of Verification

P Up-o-date management planning documentation.
P Updated longer-term management intentions.
P Updated planting map (if boundaries/other spatial project details have changed).
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Guidance

If the projectis receivingawoodland grant (or has afelling licence), any existing woodland management plan may provide
sufficientevidence ofthe management plan.

For further information on sustainable forest management see the UK Forestry Standard (including the sustainable forest
managementelements ofClimate Change, Soil, Water, Biodiversity, Landscape, Historic Environmentand People)

Further online guidance >

2.3 Management of risks and permanence

Requirement

The landowner shall demonstrate the commitment to permanence by:

Identifying risk factors and developing appropriate mitigation strategies as set outin the project’s risk assessment.
Contributing to the Woodland Carbon CodeBuffer.

Ensuring re-stocking where projects involve harvesting.

Replanting or undertaking alternative planting should woodland area be lostdue towind, fire, pests, diseases

or development.
Managing as per the longer-term managementintentions for the project duration and beyond (See Section 2.2).

Inform future landowners of the commitment to the WCC and any carbon contracts.

Should a project experience aloss of carbon, the landowner shall

Notify the WCC Secretariat immediately.
SubmitalLossReportto the WCC Secretariat within six months of discovery of the loss.

Means of Validation

P Further evidence to confirmassessment of risk.
P Subtraction of carbon buffer in Net Carbon Sequestration (Section 3.4).
P Evidence of contracts with or a signed commitment statement from the landowner requiring:

- restocking where projects involve harvesting.

- replanting or alternative planting should woodland area be lost due to wind, fire, pests, disease or development.
= managing as per the longer-term management intentions for the projectduration and beyond.

« thelandownerto informfuture owners of the commitmentto the Woodland Carbon Code.

the landowner to notify the WCC Secretariat of any lossimmediately and submita Loss Report within six months
(See Section2.1).

Means of Verification

P Details of any new orincreased risksin the Project Progress Report.

P Any lossreports are submitted as set outabove, ad temagnitude of any loss is quantified during the subsequent
verification

survey and in the Project Progress Report.

Guidance

Perman encedescribestheissueofensuring removal ofcarbon dioxidefromtheatmosphereis permanent,and notreversed at
afuture pointintime.Woodlandprojectscarry arisk ofreversibility and as such safeguards mustbein placeto minimisethatrisk
and to guarantee replacement or alternative woodland should areversal occur.

Riskmanagementshouldbebuiltin atevery stageofprojectdesign. The purpose ofthe WCC Bufferisto protecttheintegrity of
verified Woodland CarbonUnitsintheeventofareversaland anetlossofsequestered carbonfromaproject. FromVersion 2.0 of
the standard, all projects contribute 20% to the WCC Buffer. In Version 1.3 ofthe WCC and earlier, projects contributed an amount
based on thelevel ofrisk oftheir project.

Atemplate Loss Report is available. Any Loss Reports submitted will be publicly available inthe UK Land Carbon Registry.
See Section 2.1 for asummary oflandowner commitments.

Further online guidance >


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/2-project-governance/2-3-management-of-risks-and-permanence
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/2-project-governance/2-3-management-of-risks-and-permanence
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-forestry-standard
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/2-project-governance/2-2-management-plan

2.4 Consultation

Requirement

Projectsshall provide anopportunityfor,andtake accountof,inputs from stakeholders andfeedbackfromlocal
communities during both the projectdesign phase and over the life-spanof the project.

Means of Validation

P Consultationdetails in Environmental Impact Assessment or Environmental Statement/EIA Report.

P Grant application whichconfirms the level and outcomeof consultation.

P Other documentation which provides evidence of the approach taken to achieve meaningful stakeholder consultation,
along witha summary of feedback and the actions taken.

Means of Verification

P Documentation confirming the approach to and outcome of ongoing consultation.

Guidance

Atoolboxforpublicengagementinforestand woodlandplanningassists forestand woodlandmanagers whenplanningfor
public involvement, and when considering which tools they could use to include people in forest or woodland planning.

In_Scotland, the Scottish Land Commission Protocol on Community Engagementin Decisions Relating to Land
provides further guidance.

Wherean EIAwasrequired,orawoodlandcreationgrantwas given, these processes shouldusually providetheappropriate
documentary evidence for stakeholder consultation and engagement.

Further online guidance >

2.5 Monitoring

Requirement

Projects should be reviewed at year 5 and then at least every 10 years after the project start date (for single projects) or
the group start date (forgroups).

Year5

Atyear5, the ‘Year 5 Monitoring Protocol’ shall befollowedfor all projects, whether ‘standard’ or ‘small’ projects.
Monitoring shall starttakeplace 6-12 months prior tothe end of the vintage/ verification due date. Single projects or
groups shallsubmit a Project Progress Report alongside the relevant Monitoring Report.

Afteryear5
Afteryear5, there are three optionsfor monitoring and either verification or self-assessment. Atthe endof each vintage,
projects shall complete one of the following:

« undertake fullmonitoring and third party verification (any project).
This leads to the conversion of Pending Issuance Units to Woodland Carbon Units. Single projects or groups shall
submitaProjectProgress Reportalongsidetherelevant Monitoring Reportforthirdparty Verification.Upon
verification, the single project orgroup willbe marked Verified and-unitsconverted-from-and Pending Issuance
Units realised will be converted to verified Woodland CarbonUnits.

» undertake basic monitoring and third party verification (small projects only).
This leads to the conversion of Pending Issuance Units to verified Woodland Carbon Units. Single projects or groups
shall submit a Project Progress Report alongside the relevant Basic Monitoring Report forthird party Verification.
Upon verification, their single project or group will be marked Verified and Pending Issuance Units will be converted
to verified Woodland Carbon Units. All Pending Issuance Units will be converted provided the extent and health of the
project isdemonstrated.

< undertake basic monitoring without third party verification (standard or small projects).
Inthis case units willnotbeconverted —they will remainas ‘Pending Issuance_Units’. Singleprojectsorgroups shal
submit their project as Self-Assessed with te relevant Project Progress Report alongside the relevant Basic
Monitoring Report tothe WCC Secretariat. Oncechecked, the project willbemarked Self Assessed and no units


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/public-engagement-in-forestry-toolbox-and-guidance/
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/2-project-governance/2-4-consultation

will be converted.


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/

Basic monitoring/Self--Assessment shall only be undertaken in a limited number of circumstances, set out in guidance.

If there are extenuating circumstancesfor a delay, the project shall seekthe approval ofthe WCC Secretariat. If approval
is granted, a Verification Extension Approval shall be uploaded to the UK Land Carbon Registry.
Correctiveactions shallbe undertakenif establishment and/or tree growthand carbon sequestrationratesdonot meet
predicted and validated amounts

Means of Validation

P Monitoring plans set out in the Project Design Document.
P Signed commitmentfromthe landowner or project developer to monitor and maintain verification for the project
duration (See Section 2.1).

Means of Verification

P Project Progress Report shows continuing compliance with the Woodland Carbon Code.
P Monitoring Reports show progress of carbon sequestration.

P Otherevidence as specified in the relevant monitoring protocol.

P Otherevidence to showthat corrective actions have beenundertaken.

Means of Self--Assessment

P Project Progress Report shows continuing compliance with the Woodland Carbon Code.
P Basic Monitoring Report containing photo evidence (aerial and fromthe site) confirms the extent and health of thewoodland.

Guidance

Monitoring isrequired to demonstrate successful woodland establishmentand assessactual treegrowth andcarbon
sequestration rates. For projects validated under Version 12 ofthe Code orearlier, timings forthe first verification may vary.
Verification is due by the date indicated on the validation/verification Statement.

Further online guidance >

2.6 Registry and avoidance of double counting

Requirement
Projects and carbon units shall only appear on one carbon registry — The UK Land Carbon Registry.

Forgroup validation/verification, thegroup and its constituent projects shallbe entered ontheregistry as a ‘masterproject’
and ‘subprojects’ respectively.

All projects, project documentation, carbon units, assignments andretirements shallbe visibleinthe ‘publicview’ ofthe
UK Land Carbon Registry.

Upon validation, Pending Issuance Units (PIUs) shall be listed for all carbon units in the project, except in
circumstances specified in guidance.

Any Pending Issuance Units soldin advance of verification shall eitherbe transferred to therelevant buyer’'s account or
‘assigned’ to that buyer.

Ateach verification, Pending Issuance Units forthat vintage shall be cancelled and the verified number of Woodland
Carbon Units (WCUs)issued.

Priorto using Woodland Carbon Units in any reports, they shall be ‘retired’ from the UK Land Carbon Registry.

Projects shall not accept any tree donations or other sponsorship where this creates a double claim between the

WCC and the donationregarding the carbon benefit.

Project developers shall complywith the Registry Rules of Use and shall only sell carbon units which are

validated & verified to a standard whichis endorsed in the UK Environmental Reporting Guidelines.

Means of Validation

P The landowner, project developer or group manager has an account on the UK Land Carbon Registry.


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/2-project-governance/2-5-monitoring
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/2-project-governance/2-6-registry-and-avoidance-of-double-counting

P The projectisrecorded onthe UK Land Carbon Registry.

P Signed commitment that the project developer will ensure the project and carbon units are accurately represented on
the registry, and that the project developer only sells carbon units which are validated & verified to a standard
which is endorsed in the UK Environmental Reporting Guidelines-(See Section2.1).



http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/

Means of Verification

P Confirmationin Project Progress Report that the projectis not verified/approved by another carbon standard_and has not
accepted any tree sponsorship or donations for the carbon benefit._

P Pending Issuance Unitsarelisted, Woodland Carbon Units areissued and units appearinthe publicview in the
account ofthe current owner, or are assigned to the currentowner, on the UK Land Carbon Registry.
P No evidencefromthe landowner or project developer's websites that they are selling carbon
sequestration/emissions reduction which is not validated/verified to a standard which is endorsed in the
UK Environmental Reporting Guidelines.
P Carbon units are shown as retired fromthe UK Land Carbon Registry upon use.

Guidance

The UK Land Carbon Registry gives details of Projects, Pendinglssuance Unitlistings, Woodland CarbonUnitissuances,
transfers, assignments and retirement. Thisservice is provided by HHSMarkitS&P Global.

Prior to verification, units will be defined as ‘Pending Issuance’ and are effectively apromise to deliver verified units. These can be
transferred orassigned toabuyerin advanceofdelivery. Verified Woodland Carbon Units can beretired foruseinacompany’s
environmental or greenhouse gas report orin claims of carbon neutrality. See Section 2.7 on carbon claims. See online guidance

forregistry rules of use and fees.

Further online guidance >

2.7 Carbon statements and reporting

Requirement
Landowners and project developers shall make carbon buyers aware of the WCC guidance on carbon claims.

Any carbon statement bythe landowner, theproject developer or the carbonbuyershall betrueand accurate and
conform with recommended wording. Statements made prior to sequestration shall clearly state the timescale over which
the carbonis to be sequestered.

Carbon removals shall only be reported, orused, after carbon is sequestered and verified (i.e. Woodland Carbon Units)
inaccordance with guidance. This is sometimes called ex-postreporting.

Means of Validation

P Signed commitmentfromthelandowner/projectdevelopertomaketrue andaccurate statementsaboutthe project/
carbonwhich conform to WCC claims guidance (See Section 2.1).

P Any statements/reports on signage/websites/leaflets or other media comply with the WCC claims guidance.

P No evidence of non-compliance with the WCC claims guidance.

Means of Verification

P Confirmation inthe Project Progress Reportthat statements made by thelandowner, project developer orcorporate
buyer comply with WCC claims guidance.

P Any projectdocumentation orcarbon statements/reports followthe WCC claims guidance.

P No evidence of non-compliance withWCC claims guidance.

Guidance

Acarbon statement issimply astatementofwhata projectwill sequester orhas sequestered to date. Itcan berestated by
morethan onepartywithan interestin aproject. Carbon units can onlybereported (used) by the buyer/owner, after verification
by thelandowner.

Both the UK Government’s Environmental Reporting Guidelines: Including Mandatory Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reporting
Guidance and the British Standards Institute’s PAS2060:2014 Specification for the Demonstration of Carbon Neutrality state how

verified Woodland Carbon Unitscanbe used. Anyone making carbonor other environmental claims shouldalsoreferto Defra's
Green Claims Guidance. See Section 2.6 on how carbon units are represented in the UK Land Carbon Registry.

Further online guidance >


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/uk-land-carbon-registry
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/2-project-governance/2-6-registry-and-avoidance-of-double-counting
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/2-project-governance/2-7-carbon-statements-and-reporting

3 Carbon sequestration

Principle

Projects should follow best practice in carbon accounting.

3.1 Carbon baseline

Requirement

Projects shall describe the original condition of the project site including details of the vegetation cover, soil type and their
carbon content.

Project developers shall estimate the baseline, orchanges inthe carbon stock at the site forthe duration of the project in
the absence of the projectactivities (i.e. business as usual).

Where the carbon baseline shows significant sequestration, it shall be accounted for in ‘net carbon sequestration
(Section 3.4). Otherwise, the carbon baseline is assumed to be ‘No change over time’.

Means of Validation
For site description:

P Appropriate maps, photographs orremotely sensed images to indicate previous land cover.
P Results of field survey for vegetation or soil type.
P Maps for soil type.

For baseline calculations:

P Carbon baseline calculations in Project Design Document.
P More detailed calculations of carbon baseline.

Means of Verification
X Not required.

Guidance

Acarbon baselineisthereference sequestration overtimefromwhich theimpactofthe projectcanbemeasured. Itisbased on a
continuation ofthe currentland use in the absence of the project.

Changes to baseline are significantifthey are 25% of the project carbon sequestration over the duration ofthe project.
Carbon poolsincluded:

= Tree above and below ground biomass
Litter and deadwood

Non-tree above and below ground biomass
Soll

Further online guidance >


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/3-carbon-sequestration/3-1-carbon-baseline

3.2 Carbon leakage

Requirement
The land manager shall confirm any intention to change or intensify the use of land elsewhere on the holding as a
consequence of the woodland creation.

If leakage (landuse change/intensification outside the project boundary but withinthe UK) isproposed, then projects shall
carry out an assessment to determine whether this will result in GHG emissions.

If significant GHG emissions occur they shall be quantifiedfor the duration of the projectand accountedfor in ‘net carbon
sequestration’ (See Section 3.4). Otherwise leakage is assumed to be ‘No change over time’'.

Means of Validation

P Statementin Project Design Document ofintention bythe land ownerto replacethe previous land use oractivityelsewhere.
P Leakage assessmentin Project Design Document.

P Mapping orfield observation of current land uses and the likelihood of displacement of activities.

P Further calculations of leakage.

Means of Verification

P Confirmation in the Project Progress Report of current assessment of level of leakage fromthe project.

Guidance

Leakage is GHG emissions outside the project boundary as aresult of the project (e.g. displacement of agricultural activies might
resultin deforestation orintensification of use of non-wooded land elsewhere).

Leakage issignificantifitresultsin GHG emissions ofmagnitude >5% oftheprojectcarbonsequestration overthedurationof
the project

Carbon pools included:

= Tree above and below ground biomass

= Litter and deadwood

= Non-tree above and below ground biomass

= Soil

= GHGemissionstomanagetheland which has changeduse

Further online guidance>

3.3 Project carbon sequestration

Requirement

Project developers shall usethe relevant template WCC Carbon Calculation Spreadsheet(Standard orSmall Project tab)
to predict the project carbon sequestration.

Emissions resultingfromthe preparation of asite prior toplanting, shall be calculated and subtracted fromthe project
carbon sequestration at Year 1. This includes losses of carbonthrough removal of vegetation (trees or other biomass) and
disturbance of the soil.

Carbon sequestration in woodland biomass shall be restricted to the long-term average carbon stock that is projected
to accumulate on thesite.

Means of Validation
P WCC Carbon Calculation Spreadsheet (Standard or Small Project worksheet).

Means of Verification
P Updated WCC Carbon Calculation Spreadsheet (Standard or Small Project worksheet), if required.


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/3-carbon-sequestration/3-2-carbon-leakage

Guidance

The template WCC Carbon Calculation Spreadsheet refers to the Biomass and Soil Carbon Lookup Tables. There is a‘Standard
Project’and ‘Small Project’ version.Carbon Calculations will be publicly available inthe UKLand CarbonRegistry.

Carbon pools included:

= Tree above and below ground biomass

= Litter and deadwood

= Non-tree above and below ground biomass (at project outset)
= Soil

= GHG emissions from woodland management

Further online guidance >

3.4 Net carbon sequestration

Requirement

Net projectcarbon sequestration shall be calculated within the relevant worksheet (Standard Project orSmall Project)
of the WCC Carbon Calculation Spreadsheet (includ es total project carbonsequestration (3.3) adjusted forleakage (3.2)
minus baseline (3.1)).

The predictednumber of carbon units by vintage shall be identified accordingto the project’s verification schedule. These
shall be divided into the contribution to the WCC buffer and the claimable carbon sequestration.

The net carbonsequesteredtodate and carbonsequesteredinthe current vintage/monitoring period shall be confirmed
inthe Monitoring Report. At Year 5,thisisbased onthe projected carbon sequestration. From Year 15onwards, thisis

based on field surveymeasurements.

If the ‘Self-Assessment’ option has been used, then there is no update to the actual carbon sequestration of a project at
verification, this section will not be completed.

Means of Validation

P WCC Carbon Calculation Spreadsheet.
P Pending Issuance Units by vintage in Project Design Document.

Means of Verification

P Confirmation of carbon sequestered to date and carbon sequestered in currentvintage from Monitoring Report
P Updated WCC Carbon Calculation Spreadsheet, if required.

Guidance

Net Project Carbon Sequestration is the total amount of carbon sequestered by the project which can be converted into carbon
units. Thesearedivided between theproportionthatwill contributeto theshared WCC Buffer,and theclaimable carbon
sequestration whichis the amountthe project can sell.

Further online guidance >


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/3-carbon-sequestration/3-4-net-carbon-sequestration
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/3-carbon-sequestration/3-3-project-carbon-sequestration

4 Environmental quality

Principle

Projects should be of high environmental quality, including habitats, species, soil and water
environments, as well aslandscapes.

Requirement

There shall be woodland design planning documentationwhich considers the environmental aspects of sustainable
forest management set outinthe UK Forestry Standard and these standards shall be maintained throughout the duration
of the project.

Projects shall demonstrate whether ornotan Environmental Statement/EIA Reportisrequired under the Environmental
Impact Assessment Forestry Regulations. They shallprovide:

- the Environmental Statement/EIA Report if one was required; or
- otherevidence thatenvironmental impacts ofthe projectare likely to be positive if no EIAis required.

Means of Validation

P Environmental Quality statements inProject Design Document.

P Design planning documentation.
P Environmental Statement/EIA Report or confirmation that one is notrequired under EIA regulations.
» Woodland Benefits Tool

P Other relevant documentation.

Means of Verification
P Evidence confirming the environmental benefits of the projectto date.

Guidance
All projects should be able to showthatany environmental impacts on theland areaconcerned are likely to be positive.

Seethe UK Forestry Standard (including the sustainable forest managementelements of Climate Change, Soil, Water, Biodiversity,
Landscape and Historic Environment). The Pme%d—eveiep-e&-e—an—u&e—he—Woodland Ben efits Toolprovdes scores br he Bndlversns/
Water, Community and Economy benefs of projects. as—a—w ing 3

projests. Itisoptional to monitortheenvironmental ben eflts Ofpl’OjeCtS overtime.

Furtheronline auidance >


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-forestry-standard
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/4-environmental-quality

5 Social responsibility

Principle

Projects should be socially responsible and where possible offer benefits tolocal communities and
other interested forest users or stakeholders.

Requirement

There shall be design planning documentation which incorporates the social aspects of sustainable forest management
set outinthe UK Forestry Standard andthese standards shall be maintained throughoutthelifetime of the project.

Means of Validation

P SocialResponsibility statements inProject Design Document.
P Design planning documentation.

» Woodland Benefits Tool

Means of Verification
P Evidence confirming the social benefits of the projectto date.

Guidance

See the UK Forestry Standard and the Forests and People elementof sustainable forest management. The Woodland Ben efits

Tool provides scores or he Blodlversw WaP.r Commumlv and Econo my benit ofp r0|ecs Rmeel—d—ev—ele-p—e#s—ean*se—theWeedmd-Beneﬂﬁ

-Itisoptionalto monitor the social benefits of

P TO]EC'[S overtime.

Further online anidance >


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-forestry-standard
https://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/standard-and-guidance/5-social-responsibility

Additionality—The termadditionality isused tomeanthe
carbon sequestration over and above that which would
have happenedanyway intheabsenceof agiven project
oractivity. Buyers of carbonunits want to know that their
input has enabled more carbon sequestration than would
otherwise have happened under existing legal, financial and
business circumstances. Under the financial consideration,
aprojectis only ‘additional’ if it requires carbon income
to turn it from a project whichis not financially viable/
worthwhile (inits ownright, orcomparedtoan alternative
non-woodland use) to one whichisfinancially viable.

Area—Carbon can beclaimedforthenetwoodland area,
rather than the grossarea.

+ Netwoodland areais thearea of a project planted
with trees orallowedto colonise/regenerate naturally.
It excludes any designed or other open areas.

- Grosswoodland areaisthearea ofaprojectincluding
any openareas. This can includedesigned openground
as well as otheropenland orwaterbodies.

Assignment —Labelling/Assigning aPending Issuance
Unit onthe UK Land Carbon Registry with the name of
the buyer. Assignedunitscannotbere-sold, buttheycan
be used and ’retired’ once they are verified.

Barrier — Any obstacle to reachingagoal that canbe
overcome by aproject or measure.

Baseline —The projected changesto carbononthesite

if theprojectweren’tto goahead (the ‘businessas usual
scenario). This isareference projection to which the carbon
benefits of project activities can be compared over the
project lifetime.

Basic Monitoring Report— Areportsummarisingthe
results ofbasic monitoring carried outfor projects where
the small project calculator was used or by standard
projectswhere sellassessmentis carried out.

Buffer — A carbon pool of ‘unclaimed carbon’ to cover

unavoidable potential losses which may occur from the
project over time, thus ensuring the permanence of verified
Woodland Carbon Units. The unit type forbuffer uncredits

is ‘PIUReserve’ or ‘WCU Reserve’.

Carbon pool—Asystemthat canstore and/oraccumulate
carbon, e.g. above-ground biomass, leaf/needle litter,
dead wood and soil organic carbon.

Carbon reporting -This involves a carbon owner or
organisation reporting carbon sequestration in their
annual environmental or greenhouse gasreport. This
canonly

be done once, after the carbon is sequestered, and the
relevant numberof unitsshould have been‘retired’ from
the UK Land Carbon Registry. See Carbon statement.

Carbon sequestration — Direct removal of carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere through land-use change,
afforestation, reforestation and/or increases in soil carbon.

Carbon statement — Aa statement of what a project
will sequesterorhas sequestered todate. Itcanbe
restated by more than oneparty withaninterestina
project.

See Carbon reporting.

Carbon dioxide (CO;) - A naturally occurring gas and

by-productofburningfossilfuels orbiomass, land-use
changes andindustrial processes. It is the principal

anthropogenic (caused by human activity) greenhouse gas

that affects the Earth’s climate.

Carbon offsetting — A way of compensating for
greenhouse gas emissions by making an equivalent
carbon dioxide saving elsewhere. Only verified Woodland
Carbon Units can be used to offset current emissions.

Climate change—Change orchanges intheclimatewhich
can be directly or indirectly attributed to human activity
(UNFCCC Atticle 1).

Compensatory planting — New woodland created to
compensateforwoodlandlostelsewherewhichprovides
at least the equivalent woodland-related net public benefit
embodied in the woodland which was removed (e.g. for
development (windfarms or in urban areas) or where
woodland isremoved to restore open habitats).

Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for
International Aviation (CORSIA) — A global scheme
to reduce and offset international aviation emissions. It
was developed by the International Civil Aviation
Organsiation (ICAQO) and was adopted in 2016.

Deforestation — Permanent or long-term removal of
woodland; the direct, human-induced conversion of forested
land to another landuse, or the long-term reduction ofthe
tree canopy cover below the minimum 20% threshold.


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/

Double-counting - There are a number of issues
which might resultin double-counting:

= Double-selling —The samecarbon unitis sold

more than oncetodifferentparties. The incidence
of thiscan be minimised by the use of a carbon unit

registry.


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/

« Doublecertification—The same carbon project
is validated/verified against two or more carbon
standards. The incidence of this canbe minimised by
insistingthatprojectsonly use oneregistry andcarbon
registries ensure that a project is not already registered
on another carbonregistry.

« Double-monetisation — A carbon unit is monetised
once as avoluntary unitby aprojectanda second time
as anational-level Greenhouse Gas allowance.

+ Double-claiming — An organisation or government
makes aclaimabout the same unit of carbon reduction
as another organisation. It may be perceived as
satisfactory that an organisation claim ‘we created a
carbonneutralproduct andanotherorganisation claims
‘we sell a carbon neutral product’ orgovernmentclaims
‘we reached our emissionsreduction target’.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) — These
regulations apply to forestry related projects. If the Forestry
Commission/ Scottish Forestry/Natural Resources Wales/
Northern Ireland Forest Service considers that project
proposals may have a significant effect on the environment
then the proposer must obtain consentfor the work from
the relevant body and submit an Environmental Statement
as part of the application for consent.

Forest — See ‘Woodland’.

Greenhouse gases (GHGs) —Greenhouse—gases.
The gases which are causing the warming of the
Earth’s atmosphere that isleading to climate change.
The six most common Greenhouse Gases are: carbon
dioxide, hydrofluorocarbons, methane, nitrous oxide,
perfluorocarbons and sulphur-hexafluoride. These
contribute to the ‘greenhouse effect’.

Group Scheme—Agroupof projects thatwork together
to gainvalidation/verification. These projectswillbe
coordinated and overseen byagroup scheme manager.
The group scheme manager isresponsibleforensuring
that all projects within the group conformto the Code.

Leakage —isAny GHG emissions outside the project
boundary as aresultoftheproject(e.g. displacement of
agricultural activities mightresult in deforestation or
intensification of use of non-wooded land elsewhere).

Long-term average carbon stock — The mean carbon
stock over the long-termin a woodland, averaged over
several whole rotations, if clearfelling. For projectswhere
there is noclearfellingthelong-termaverageis assumed to
be no lessthan the carbon predicted tobe sequestered by

Year 100, foragiven scenario. For sites where clearfelling
is proposed, thenthelong-term average is calculated over

several whole rotations of agivenlength,where the carbon
stock onsite variesfromzero atthe start of eachrotation to
a maximum justpriorto clearfelling.

Natural Colonisation/Regeneration —Plants growing on
apreviously unwoodedsite asa result ofnatural seedfall
or suckering. The term is also used to describe the
silvicultural practices used to encourage natural seeding
and establishment.

Organic Soil—Soilwhichcontainsmorethan50cmdeep
organic (orpeat) surface horizonoverlayingthe mineral
layer orrock.

Paris Agreement — Thisthe Agreement is the legally
binding internationaltreaty onclimate change,
adoptedby 196 partiesin 2015, andentered intoforce

in 2016. Its goal isto limitglobal warming to well below
2, preferably

1.5 degrees Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels.
Countries set ‘Nationally Determined Contributions’ in 2020
- National level plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
inordertoreachthegoals ofthe Paris Agreement. These
are reported onand reviewed every 5 years, with the
expectation countries will set more ambitious plans in
subsequent rounds.

Pending Issuance Unit (PIU) —The purpose ofthese

units istodemonstrate the quantity of potential future
sequestration. PIUs willhelptokeeptrackof up-front sales/
purchases butthey cannotbe retired or used/reported.

Permanence — The issue of ensuring that removal of
carbon dioxidefromtheatmosphere is permanent, and not
reversed atafuture pointintime. Woodland projects carry
arisk of reversibility and as such safeguards must be in
place to minimise that risk and to guarantee replacement
or alternative woodland should areversal occur.

Project Design Document — A document created by the
projectdeveloperforvalidation to describe howthe
project meets the requirements of the Code at the outset.

Project Developer — The individual or company who
represents a project/group through the validation/
verificationprocessorin the UKLand Carbon Registry.
The project developer could bethe land owner, a third
party representing thelandowner,or thegroup manager.

Project Duration —The time over which projectactivities
are to be monitored, verified and carbon sequestration
claims are to bemade. Projectscanbe upto100 years
in duration.

Project End Date — The last day a project accounts for
carbon sequestration. Project end date = project start date


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/
http://www.unfccc.int/

+project duration. If start date =01/04/2013 and project
duration is 100 years, then end date is 31/03/2113.

Project Implementation Date — The datewhen wok begirs orsie
—dhe plantinghegins (orfencing, /deer control, ground
preparation or planting, whichever occurs firstfornatural-
colonisation/regeneration). Project Progress Report — A
report created bythe project developer forverification to
demonstrate how the project continues to meetthe
reguirements of the Code.

Project Registration Date—The datewhenaproject
moves from ‘Draft’ to ‘Under Development’ status inthe
UK Land Carbon Registry.

Project Start Date — The date planting is complete (orfor
natural colonisation/regeneration, thedatethatfencing/
deercontrolisinplace)and theprojectsstarts to account
for carbon sequestration.

Retire—MovingaWoodland Carbon Unitonthe UK
Land Carbon Registry to a publicly available ‘retirement’
accounttoshowithas been takenout of circulation and
cannot be used again.

Reversal —Areversaliswhenthe netgreenhousegas
benefit of a project, taking into account the baseline,
|leakage and project carbonsequestration, isnegative ina
given monitoringperiod. The size of the reversal is the net
carbon sequestration at the current verification minus the
net carbon sequestration atthe previous verification.

Self-Assessed —Aprojectismarkedasself-assessedifa
Project ProgressReportandBasic Monitoring Reportare
uploaded to the registry ata monitoring point after year 15.
In this case no PIUs will be converted to WCUSs. Self-
assessmentcan only be usedinalimited numberof cases.

‘Small’ project isa—Asingle project with five hectare
net planting areaor less where the small project
processisused.

Standard Project—Single woodland creationproject
which can be any size-but and can constitute several
individual blocks of woodland with planting spanning up
to-a five consecutive planting seasons; blocks of woodland
must be part of a contiguous land ownership unit or must
be underthe same ownership and managementplan.
See also ‘small’ project.

UK Land Carbon Registry—Ttheofficial record of
the location of projects, the predicted and actual
carbon sequestrationaswellasthe owners and
retirement of carbon units.

Validation—The initial evaluationof a projectagainstthe
standardsofthe Woodland Carbon Code,undertakenby a
certification bodyaccredited bythe UK Accreditation Service.


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/

Validation/Verification Body - lindependent third-
party organisations accredited by the UK Accreditation
Sevice to validate or verify Woodland CarbonCode
projects.

Verification—The ongoing evaluation ofaproject
against the standards ofthe Woodland Carbon Code,
undertaken by averification body accredited by the UK
Accreditation Service to assess against the WCC.
Verification assesses the carbonsequestrationthathas
actually occurredaswell as continuing sustainable
forestmanagement.

Vintage—Thetimeperiodinwhichunereditsare
delivered. For the Woodland Carbon Code, the
delivery of carbonis predicted and verified infive or
ten-yearly blocks (e.g. 2020-2030); eachtime
period is known as avintage.

WCC — Woodland Carbon Code.

WCC Secretariat —The WCC Secretariat function
is provided by Scottish Forestry on behalf of the
forestry authorities across the UK.

Woodland — Land under stands of trees with a
canopy cover of atleast20% (25% in Northern Ireland),
orhaving the potential to achieve this. This definition
includes integral openspace andfelled areasthatare
awaiting restocking (replanting). Consistent with the UK
Forestry Standard, this includes shortrotationcoppice
(SRC) and shortrotation forestry (SRF), but does not
include individual trees, orchards, ornamental or
garden trees, tree nurseries or the management of
Christmas trees. (This definitionis also applicable to
‘forest).

Woodland Carbon Unit (WCU) —When a projectis
verified, PIUs which have been confirmed as
sequestered will be convertedtransferred toWCUSs.
These units canbe considered as guaranteed,
delivered carbon‘uncredits’,and assuch canbe retired
and used/reported.

Woodland creation — The direct, human-induced
conversion to woodland of land that has not
previously beenforested according to historical
records. The Code sets athreshold ofa continuous
absence ofwoodlandover the previous 25 years.


http://www.woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/
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